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Secondary Field

Comparative Literature

Comparative Literature offers a secondary field for students who wish to work across
languages, cultures, and media in a comparative and interdisciplinary context.

REQUIREMENTS
Comparative Literature: 5 courses (20 credits)

1. COMPLIT 97 (sophomore tutorial) to be taken as early as possible in the student’s
program of study.
2. Two courses from offerings in Comparative Literature at the 100-level or above.
3. Two courses that examine:
a. A literature other than English, with readings of primary texts in that language.
This category can include courses from a national literature or area studies
department. OR
b. One course in category a above and one creative/studio course (e.g., creative
writing, music composition, film making, etc.).

OTHER INFORMATION

All courses must be letter-graded and must be passed with a grade of B or above. First-Year
Seminars may not be counted toward the fulfillment of the above requirements. However,
students may count courses taken while studying abroad, as well as courses taken at the
Harvard Summer School toward secondary field requirements. Students pursuing a
secondary field in Comparative Literature will receive preferential access to Comparative
Literature courses with limited enroliment.

ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

All students interested in pursuing a secondary field in Comparative Literature should contact
the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS), Dr. Sandra Naddaff, at
snaddaff@fas.harvard.edu or 617-495- 5650 as soon as possible to discuss their Plan of
Study. Since only Comparative Literature students are allowed to enroll in COMPLIT 97,
students pursuing a secondary field in Comparative Literature should contact the Director of
Undergraduate Studies before the first meeting of the sophomore tutorial. The DUS will be
responsible for advising these students, although the expectation will be that students working
toward a secondary field in Comparative Literature will monitor their own progress toward
fulfillment of the requirements.
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	FIELDS OF CONCENTRATION
	African and African American Studies
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Students who graduate with a concentration in African and African American Studies develop a powerful skill set of creative, analytical, integrative, and problem-solving perspectives that equip them for leadership in many fields.
	REQUIREMENTS
	African Studies Track
	African Studies Track
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 12–14 courses (48–56 credits)
	African Studies Track
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 8 courses, including thesis (32 credits)
	African Studies Track
	Joint Concentration in History and African and African American Studies
	Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	African American Studies Track
	African American Studies Track
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 12–14 courses (48–56 credits)
	African American Studies Track
	Joint Concentration (Honors Only) Requirements: 8 courses, including thesis  (32 credits)
	African American Studies Track
	Joint Concentration in History and African and African American Studies
	Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Afro-Latin American and Caribbean Studies Track
	Basic requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Afro-Latin American and Caribbean Studies Track
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 12-14 courses (48-56 credits)
	Afro-Latin American & Caribbean Studies Track
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 8 courses, including thesis (32 credits)
	Afro-Latin American and Caribbean Studies Track
	Joint Concentration in History and Afro-Latin American & Caribbean Studies Track
	Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Anthropology
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The study of anthropology prepares students to address global concerns through a contextualized study of society, culture, and civilization, and can lead to careers in global health and medicine, law, government, museums, education, the arts, cultural...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Archaeology Track
	Archaeology Track
	Honors Eligibility (Thesis) Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	NON-THESIS TRACK
	Social Anthropology Track
	Social Anthropology Track
	Honors Eligibility (Thesis) Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)

	NON-THESIS TRACK
	Combined Archaeology and Social Anthropology
	Combined Archaeology and Social Anthropology
	Honors Eligibility (Thesis) Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)

	NON-THESIS TRACK
	Anthropology and Medicine Track
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Anthropology and Medicine Track Honors Eligibility (Thesis) Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	NON-THESIS TRACK
	All graduating seniors in Anthropology and Medicine who are not thesis candidates may be considered for a non-thesis honors recommendation of honors (but not high or highest honors), provided that their concentration grade-point averages calculated at...
	Anthropology
	Joint Concentrations
	Joint Concentration in Archaeology with a Field Outside of Anthropology
	Requirements: 7 courses (28 credits)
	Joint Concentration in Social Anthropology with a Field Outside of Anthropology
	Requirements: 6 courses (24 credits)
	Joint Concentration in Human Evolutionary Biology (HEB) and Anthropology (Archaeology or Social Anthropology Track, or both)
	Requirements: 16 courses (64 credits)
	Joint Concentration in History and Anthropology (Archaeology or Social Anthropology Track, or both)
	Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)


	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology
	Tozzer Library
	Archaeological Research Labs
	Additional Resources

	FIELDWORK
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Applied Mathematics
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	For concentrators, a core learning objective is building and demonstrating foundational knowledge in computation, probability, discrete and continuous mathematics through the successful completion of the foundation and breadth courses. In addition, th...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Applied Mathematics
	Concentration Requirements: 14–15 courses (56–60 credits)

	ADVISING
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Art, Film, and Visual Studies
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	In studio Art and Film/Video Production, concentrators work toward developing confidence and fluency in a chosen area of artistic production while also exploring a variety of other practices. In Film and Visual Studies, concentrators pursue interdisci...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Studio Arts or Film/Video Area
	Concentration Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Film and Visual Studies Area
	Concentration Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Art, Film, and Visual Studies
	Information for All Areas

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	Harvard Film Archive
	A division of Harvard Library, the Harvard Film Archive (HFA) is dedicated to the collection, preservation, and exhibition of film. Throughout the year, the HFA presents an ongoing program of film screenings that students can attend free of charge. Th...

	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Astrophysics
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The concentration in Astrophysics introduces students to a broad range of phenomena through a program of both observational and theoretical courses. This program builds from a foundation of modern physics to a general account of the known contents of ...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Astrophysics
	Concentration Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Biomedical Engineering
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The overarching intellectual goal of Biomedical Engineering is to apply quantitative engineering analysis to understand the operation of living systems and to design novel systems to satisfy unmet needs in medicine and industry. Specific objectives fo...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Biomedical Engineering
	Concentration Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Chemical and Physical Biology
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Specific objectives for students concentrating in Chemical and Physical Biology include being able to:
	REQUIREMENTS
	Chemical and Physical Biology
	Basic Requirements: 16 courses (64 credits)
	Chemical and Physical Biology
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 16 courses (64 credits)
	Chemical and Physical Biology
	Joint Concentrations

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Chemistry
	REQUIREMENTS
	Chemistry
	Basic Requirements: 12–14 courses (48–56 credits)

	Chemistry
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14–16 courses (56–64 credits)

	Chemistry
	Joint Concentrations
	Many students have successfully pursued a joint concentration with Chemistry in a number of different fields from all academic divisions. Interested students are encouraged to meet with the Director of Undergraduate Studies to discuss joint options.
	ADVISING
	The Director of Undergraduate Studies serves as faculty advisor for all concentrators until they join research groups, usually through the CHEM 98R tutorial, or otherwise establish a working relationship with another faculty member who agrees to serve...
	Chemistry should discuss their Plan of Study with the Director of Undergraduate Studies.
	For up-to-date information on advising in Chemistry, students should see the Advising Programs Office website at https://advising.college.harvard.edu.
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Chemistry and Physics
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Learning a physical science has never been about memorizing a collection of facts from lectures. That is particularly true today because “facts,” true and false, are as close as students’ cell phones. Our learning objective is to give students the pro...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Chemistry and Physics
	Concentration Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Classics
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Classics concentrators gain familiarity with Latin or Greek (or both) and with the art, literature, philosophy, and history of the ancient Greek and Roman worlds, as well as their subsequent receptions and appropriations. Students develop a deep and c...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Classical Languages and Literatures Track
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Joint Concentration in Classical Languages and Literatures and Allied Field
	Requirements: 7 courses (28 credits) in Classics
	Classical Civilizations Track
	Joint Concentration in Classical Civilizations and Allied Field
	Joint Concentration in Ancient History (Greek and Roman)
	Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Comparative Literature
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Comp Lit graduates leave the department as active, culturally fluent citizens who have lifelong critical and creative thinking skills that allow them to make a difference in, and make meaning of, an increasingly complex global world, whatever their pr...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Comparative Literature
	Concentration Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Joint Concentrations

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Computer Science
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Students who graduate with a concentration in Computer Science will be able to design and code correct solutions to problems; design and reason about algorithms; and develop and analyze the ways computation interacts with other systems.
	REQUIREMENTS
	Computer Science
	Basic Requirements: 11–14 courses (44–56 credits)
	Computer Science  Honors Requirements: 13–16 courses (52–64 credits)
	Computer Science
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 10–13 courses (40–52 credits)
	Computer Science
	Mind Brain Behavior (MBB) Track
	Requirements: 13–16 courses (52–64 credits)

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Earth and Planetary Sciences
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Because the Earth’s natural systems are interconnected, the training of Earth and planetary scientists broadly spans the boundaries between biology, chemistry, engineering, physics, mathematics, and the Earth sciences themselves, and provides a broad ...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Earth and Planetary Sciences
	Concentration Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Earth and Planetary Sciences
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 11 courses (44 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	East Asian Studies
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	REQUIREMENTS
	East Asian Studies
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	East Asian Studies
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Joint Concentration in East Asian History
	Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Economics
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The Harvard Economics Department aims to teach undergraduate students the basic principles of economics, to introduce them to various subfields within economics, and to give them a foundation in understanding and carrying out economics research.
	REQUIREMENTS
	Economics
	Basic Requirements: 11 courses (44 credits)

	ADVISING
	STUDY ABROAD
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Electrical Engineering
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Upon graduation, students in the Electrical Engineering concentration should demonstrate the following student outcomes:
	• An ability to identify, formulate, and solve complex engineering problems by applying principles of engineering, science, and mathematics.
	• An ability to apply engineering design to produce solutions that meet specified needs with consideration of public health, safety, and welfare, as well as global, cultural, social, environmental, and economic factors.
	• An ability to communicate effectively with a range of audiences.
	• An ability to recognize ethical and professional responsibilities in engineering situations and to make informed judgments, which must consider the impact of engineering solutions in global, economic, environmental, and societal contexts.
	• An ability to function effectively on a team whose members together provide leadership, create a collaborative and inclusive environment, establish goals, plan tasks, and meet objectives.
	• An ability to develop and conduct appropriate experimentation, analyze and interpret data, and use engineering judgment to draw conclusions.
	• An ability to acquire and apply new knowledge as needed, using appropriate learning strategies.
	REQUIREMENTS
	Electrical Engineering
	Concentration Requirements: 20 courses (80 credits)

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Engineering Sciences
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	REQUIREMENTS
	There are several track options in the two degrees:
	1. Bachelor of Arts in Engineering Sciences
	2. Bachelor of Science in Engineering Sciences
	Bachelor of Arts (A.B.) in Engineering Sciences
	Concentration Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Bachelor of Science (S.B.) in Engineering Sciences
	Concentration Requirements: 20 courses (80 credits)

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	English
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	A degree in English prepares students for any field that values clear expression, careful reading, critical thinking, and persuasive writing. Our concentrators go on to careers in media and publishing, as novelists, journalists, playwrights, and poets...
	• Speak and write persuasively and with nuance in one or more literary genres, including the genres of nonfiction.
	• Enjoy literary texts aesthetically (in the body) and philosophically (in the mind).
	• Analyze texts from stylistic, generic, contextual, and theoretical perspectives.
	• Understand the difference between good and bad arguments.
	• Conduct research and present it lucidly in oral and written forms.
	• Read, perform, and write literary texts with a trained awareness of how they at once shape and are shaped by the societies in which they are written and received.
	We commit ourselves to helping students immerse themselves in the literary worlds they know and love, discover new worlds they might not think to explore, acquire the means to find their own paths, and sustain themselves on their intellectual and crea...
	REQUIREMENTS
	English
	Honors Program Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	English
	Elective Program Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	English
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 7 or 9 courses (28 or 36 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Environmental Science and Engineering
	Environmental Science and Engineering
	Concentration Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Environmental Science and Public Policy
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Students interested in environmental science and public policy study a set of foundational courses in both the natural and the social sciences and use their advanced courses to develop expertise in a particular field of study relating to the environment.
	REQUIREMENTS
	Environmental Science and Public Policy
	Basic Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Environmental Science and Public Policy
	Honors Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)

	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Folklore and Mythology
	REQUIREMENTS
	Folklore and Mythology
	Concentration Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Germanic Languages and Literatures
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Our goal is to provide students with the enriching experience of studying languages, literatures, and cultures different from their own so that they can gain new perspectives on their languages and countries of origin. By acquiring proficiency in Germ...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Germanic Languages and Literatures
	Basic Requirements for All Options
	German Studies
	Requirements: 9 courses (36 credits)
	Joint Concentration with German Studies
	Requirements: 5 courses (20 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Government
	Government as a Secondary Field
	Government as Part of a Joint Concentration
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Our first goal is to make all students aware and critical of their unexamined assumptions about politics. Learning to think independently and with some critical distance, to analyze arguments—theoretical, empirical, and rhetorical—to weigh alternative...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Government
	Basic Requirements: 10 courses (40 credits)
	Government
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Joint Concentration with Government as the Primary Field
	Requirements: 11 courses in Government (44 credits)
	Joint Concentration with Government as the Allied Field (Class of 2027 and Beyond)
	Requirements: 8 courses (32 credits) in Government

	STUDY ABROAD
	SUMMER SCHOOL
	ADVISING
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	History
	Historical reasoning is a core competency in the education of citizens and citizen-leaders. Over the course of the concentration, History students encounter new ideas and new approaches to understanding the past and reckon with concepts that challenge...
	What is it like to study history at Harvard?
	How can I decide if History is the right concentration for me?
	Is a thesis required?
	What are the alternatives to the full concentration?
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The study of history holds vital lessons and skills: to appreciate change over time; to understand contingency, complexity, and diversity of perspectives; to analyze sources closely; to research deeply; to write clearly; and to speak with confidence. ...
	REQUIREMENTS
	History
	Basic Program Requirements: 10 courses (40 credits)
	Thesis Program Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	History
	Joint Concentrations

	ADVISING
	EXPLORING HISTORY
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	History & Literature
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	History & Literature teaches concentrators how to grow as writers and researchers, and the concentration is designed to teach students to think in interdisciplinary ways. Students develop skills in close reading, identifying and analyzing primary and ...
	REQUIREMENTS
	History & Literature
	Concentration Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	History and Science
	Why should I consider History of Science?
	How is the concentration structured?
	What are the requirements?
	What can graduates do with a degree in History and Science?
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The Science and Society track is designed for students who want to combine history of science (and related areas) with training in a particular science area. We also have a special Medicine and Society option for pre-med students, as well as an option...
	The History of Science track offers students the opportunity to take extra courses in the history of science and related areas, and does not require any specific science courses. This track allows for more connections to be built to other relevant soc...
	REQUIREMENTS
	History of Science Track
	History of Science Track
	History of Science Track
	Science and Society Track
	Science and Society Track
	Science and Society Track
	Medicine and Society
	Science and Society Track
	Medicine and Society
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Science and Society Track
	Medicine and Society
	Honors Eligibility (Non-Thesis) Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Science and Society Track
	Mind, Brain, and Behavior Sciences
	Science and Society Track
	Technology, Information, and Society
	Science and Society Track
	Technology, Information, and Society
	Science and Society Track
	Technology, Information, and Society

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	History of Art and Architecture
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	REQUIREMENTS
	History of Art and Architecture
	History of Art and Architecture
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14 courses, including thesis (56 credits)
	History of Art and Architecture
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 10 courses, including thesis (40 credits)
	History of Art and Architecture
	Architecture Studies Track
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses
	History of Art and Architecture
	Architecture Studies Track
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14 courses, including thesis (56 credits)
	History of Art and Architecture
	Architecture Studies Track
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 11 courses (including thesis) (44 credits)
	RESOURCES

	Human Developmental and Regenerative Biology
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The Human Developmental and Regenerative Biology concentration embraces basic science, including the following aspects of science today:
	• Life science: HDRB students develop a profound understanding of human biology to gain a better understanding of disease, and they apply what they learn in laboratory settings. They learn important biological principles that give insights into human ...
	• Foundational disciplines: We encourage our students to incorporate not only life science disciplines, but also chemistry, the physical sciences, and mathematics into their learning.
	• Research: The HDRB concentration emphasizes hands-on research, both through course work and independent projects. Our students conduct experimental research in HSCRB laboratories throughout their undergraduate years, so they take full advantage of H...
	• Translation: The foundation our students gain in human biology and the mechanisms of disease dovetails with some of the “translational” research conducted in our labs, which is focused on clinical applications.
	REQUIREMENTS
	Human Developmental and Regenerative Biology
	Basic Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Human Developmental and Regenerative Biology
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 15 courses (60 credits)

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Human Biology, Behavior, and Evolution
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Human Biology, Behavior, and Evolution provides a general foundation in human and organismic biology as part of the life sciences cluster of concentrations. All HBBE concentrators receive a core introduction to human biology including physiology, anat...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Human Biology, Behavior, and Evolution
	Basic Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Human Biology, Behavior, and Evolution
	Honors Eligibility (Thesis) Requirements: 15 courses (60 credits)
	Human Biology, Behavior, and Evolution
	Honors (Non-Thesis) Requirements: 15 courses (60 credits)
	Human Biology, Behavior, and Evolution
	Mind Brain Behavior Track
	Requirements: 15 courses (60 credits)

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Integrative Biology
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Integrative Biology emphasizes independent exploration and critical thinking, and may include participation in research and field experiences. The goal is to provide a strong foundation of knowledge, to foster the ability to navigate complex scientifi...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Integrative Biology
	Basic Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Linguistics
	Linguistic Theory
	Historical Linguistics
	The Linguistics Track in Mind, Brain, and Behavior (MBB)
	Concentration Requirements
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	REQUIREMENTS
	Linguistics Track
	Linguistics with Related Field Track
	Linguistics with Mind, Brain, and Behavior (MBB) Track
	Linguistics
	Joint Concentrations
	Linguistics as Primary Field Requirements: 8 courses
	Linguistics as Allied Field Requirements: 6 courses


	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	STUDY ABROAD
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Mathematics
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The concentration in Mathematics is designed to acquaint the student with the most important general concepts underlying the three overarching areas of mathematics: analysis, algebra, and geometry. Concentration in mathematics will provide a strong fo...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Mathematics
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Mathematics
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 12 courses, plus thesis (48 credits)
	Mathematics
	Joint Concentrations
	Mathematics
	Mathematics and Teaching Option

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Mechanical Engineering
	REQUIREMENTS
	Mechanical Engineering
	Basic Requirements: 20 courses (80 credits)

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Molecular and Cellular Biology
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The Molecular and Cellular Biology (MCB) concentration has several learning objectives, a few of which are listed below:
	• Investigate biological processes at the level of cells and molecules.
	• Apply the scientific method to solve problems, both in and out of the lab.
	• Critically review scientific literature and evidence.
	REQUIREMENTS
	Molecular and Cellular Biology
	Basic Requirements: 12–13 courses (48–52 credits)
	Molecular and Cellular Biology
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14–15 courses (56–60 credits)
	Molecular and Cellular Biology
	Joint Concentrations

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	The concentration advisors are the primary contacts for advice on course selection, petitions around joint concentrations, and laboratory research. The Head Tutor for the Molecular and Cellular Biology concentration is Professor Sam Kunes, and the con...
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Music
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	REQUIREMENTS
	Music
	Requirements: 10 courses (40 credits)
	Music
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 8 courses (32 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The concentration offers students a multifaceted and interdisciplinary perspective on Near Middle Eastern cultures and languages that have been so influential throughout the world. Undergraduate concentrators develop skills in one or more of the langu...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations and Government or History
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations and Other Departments
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 9 courses

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Neuroscience
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The Neuroscience curriculum includes a series of fundamental courses in the life sciences and the applied sciences. In advanced elective courses, students explore specific areas of neuroscience on a range of topics including cells and circuits, physio...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Neuroscience
	Basic Requirements: 13, 16, or 14 courses, depending on track
	Neuroscience
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14–16 courses (56–64 credits)
	a. Same as Basic Requirements for each track above.

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	For additional information, students should contact the following:
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Philosophy
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Students develop their own responses to the philosophical problems that attract them in conjunction with their study of philosophical writing. The department’s introductory courses help students develop their reading, writing, and reasoning skills whi...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Philosophy
	Basic Requirements: 11 courses (44 credits)
	Philosophy
	Honors Eligibility (Thesis) Requirements: 11 courses, including thesis (44 credits)
	Philosophy
	Honors Eligibility (Non-Thesis) Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Philosophy
	Mind, Brain, and Behavior Track Requirements: 15 courses (60 credits)
	Joint Concentration with Philosophy as the Primary Field
	Requirements: 8 courses in Philosophy (36 credits)
	Joint Concentration in Philosophy with Another Field as Primary Field
	Requirements: 6 courses in Philosophy (24 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Physics
	Three options are available in the Physics concentration:
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Learning a physical science has never been about memorizing a collection of facts from lectures. That is particularly true today because “facts,” true and false, are as close as students’ cell phones. Our learning objective is to give students the pro...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Physics
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Physics
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Physics with Applied Physics Emphasis
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	a. Same as Basic Requirements items a–d, f.
	b. Same as Honors Requirements items b–e.
	Physics with Biophysics Emphasis
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 13 courses
	a. Same as Basic Requirements items a–f.
	b. Same as Honors Requirements item c.

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Psychology
	Psychology
	General Track in Psychology
	Psychology
	Honors Eligibility (Non-Thesis) Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Psychology
	Honors Eligibility (Thesis) Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Psychology
	Cognitive Science Track
	Psychology
	Cognitive Neuroscience and Evolutionary Psychology Track
	Psychology
	Cognitive Neuroscience and Evolutionary Psychology
	Honors Eligibility (Non-Thesis) Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	2. Tutorial: Same as Cognitive Neuroscience and Evolutionary Psychology Track: Basic Requirements.
	Psychology
	Cognitive Neuroscience and Evolutionary Psychology Track
	Honors Eligibility (Thesis) Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
	Number of Concentrators as of December 2023


	Comparative Study of Religion
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The Study of Religion as an interdisciplinary, academic field draws upon both social scientific and humanistic methods to interpret religious phenomena worldwide. Students studying religious traditions focus on sacred texts, rituals, and symbols; phil...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Comparative Study of Religion
	Non-Honors Track Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Honors Track Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Option 3: Joint concentration with Religion as the primary field:
	Option 4: Joint concentration with Religion as allied field: 7 courses (28 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Romance Languages and Literatures
	Concentrating in Romance Languages and Literatures
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	Students in Romance Languages and Literatures learn to speak and write clearly and persuasively, think critically and creatively, and carefully analyze all kinds of materials in depth. Concentrators will develop these skills at a professional level in...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Romance Languages and Literatures
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Romance Languages and Literatures
	Honors (Thesis) Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Romance Languages and Literatures
	Honors (Non-Thesis) Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Romance Languages and Literatures
	Joint Concentration with Romance Languages and Literatures as Primary Field
	Requirements: 8 courses (32 credits)
	Romance Languages and Literatures
	Joint Concentration with Romance Languages and Literatures as Allied Field
	Requirements: 6 courses (24 credits)

	ADVISING
	RESOURCES
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Slavic Languages and Literatures
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The Slavic concentration encourages creativity and initiative, and teaches students to understand works of film, literature, theater, and journalism while placing these works in their historical, political, and cultural context. The language requireme...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Slavic Literatures and Cultures
	Slavic Literatures and Cultures
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Slavic Languages and Literatures
	Joint Concentration with Slavic Languages and Literatures as Primary Field
	Requirements: 9 courses (36 credits)
	Slavic Languages and Literatures
	Joint Concentration with Slavic Languages and Literatures as Allied Field
	Requirements: 6 courses (24 credits)

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Social Studies
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	REQUIREMENTS
	Social Studies
	Basic Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Social Studies
	Joint Concentrations
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	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	Sociology
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	The Harvard Sociology Department aims to instill undergraduates with a sociological perspective, to introduce them to the various subfields within sociology, and to give them a foundation in understanding, evaluating, designing, and implementing resea...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Sociology
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Sociology
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Sociology
	Sociology and Data Analytics Track
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Sociology
	Joint Concentrations

	ADVISING
	HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
	ENROLLMENT STATISTICS

	South Asian Studies
	Two Concentration Options
	REQUIREMENTS
	South Asian Languages, Literatures, and Cultures
	Basic Requirements: 11 courses (44 credits)
	South Asian Languages, Literatures, and Cultures
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	South Asian Studies
	South Asian Studies
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Joint Concentration Requirements: 9 courses (36 credits)
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	REQUIREMENTS
	Special Concentrations
	Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 16 courses (64 credits)
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	Statistics
	REQUIREMENTS
	Statistics
	Basic Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	a. For All Tracks:
	b. General Track:
	c. Data Science Track:
	d. Biostatistics and Computational Biology (BCB) Track:
	e. Machine Learning Track:
	Statistics
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
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	REQUIREMENTS
	Theater, Dance & Media
	Basic Program Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Theater, Dance & Media
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 14 courses (56 credits)
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	Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality
	REQUIREMENTS
	Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality
	Concentration Requirements: 12 courses (48 credits)
	Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Thesis Track
	Honors Eligibility Requirements: 13 courses (52 credits)
	Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality
	Joint Concentration with Women, Gender, and Sexuality as the Primary Field
	Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality
	Joint Concentration with Women, Gender, and Sexuality as the Allied Field
	Requirements: 5 courses, including thesis (20 credits)
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	SECONDARY FIELDS
	African and African American Studies
	REQUIREMENTS
	African Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	African American Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Afro-Latin American and Caribbean Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Anthropology
	REQUIREMENTS
	Anthropology: 4 courses (16 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Archaeology
	REQUIREMENTS
	Archaeology: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Art, Film, and Visual Studies
	REQUIREMENTS
	Film/Video: 6 courses (24 credits) Film/Video:
	Film and Visual Studies: 6 courses (24 credits)
	Studio Art: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Astrophysics
	REQUIREMENTS
	Astrophysics: 4 courses (16 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Celtic Languages and Literatures
	REQUIREMENTS
	Celtic Languages and Literatures: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Chemistry
	REQUIREMENTS
	Chemistry: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Classics
	REQUIREMENTS
	Classics Civilizations: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Comparative Literature
	REQUIREMENTS
	Comparative Literature: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Computer Science
	REQUIREMENTS
	Computer Science: 4 courses (16 credits)
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Data Analytics in Sociology
	REQUIREMENTS
	Data Analytics in Sociology: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Earth and Planetary Sciences
	REQUIREMENTS
	Earth and Planetary Sciences: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	East Asian Studies
	REQUIREMENTS
	East Asian Studies: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Economics
	REQUIREMENTS
	Economics: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Educational Studies
	REQUIREMENTS
	Educational Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Energy and Environment
	REQUIREMENTS
	Energy and Environment: 4 courses (16 credits)
	2. Three additional upper-level courses: At least one course must be chosen from each of two elective categories: Social Sciences and Humanities, and Natural Sciences and Engineering. The complete list of course options can be found on the Environment...
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	English
	REQUIREMENTS
	English: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Environmental Science and Public Policy
	REQUIREMENTS
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Ethnicity, Migration, Rights
	REQUIREMENTS
	Ethnicity, Migration, Rights Track: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Latino Studies Track: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	European History, Politics, and Societies
	REQUIREMENTS
	European History, Politics, and Societies: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Folklore and Mythology
	REQUIREMENTS
	Folklore and Mythology: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Germanic and Scandinavian Studies
	REQUIREMENTS
	Germanic and Scandinavian Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Global Health and Health Policy
	REQUIREMENTS
	Global Health and Health Policy: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Government
	REQUIREMENTS
	Government: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	Unlike the requirements for Government primary concentrators, all courses taken for the Government secondary field must be offered in the Government Department (i.e., have a “GOV” number). In addition, there are a small number of outside courses taugh...
	The following courses are no longer offered but count for the secondary field if previously taken: FS 30V, FS 42R, FS 70U, FS 71H, FS 71W, HIST 14U, SOC-STD 98oa, SOC-STD 98of.
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	History
	REQUIREMENTS
	History: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	History of Art and Architecture
	REQUIREMENTS
	History of Art and Architecture: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	History of Science
	REQUIREMENTS
	History of Science, Technology, and Medicine: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Human Biology, Behavior, and Evolution
	REQUIREMENTS
	Human Biology, Behavior, and Evolution: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Integrative Biology
	REQUIREMENTS
	Integrative Biology: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Linguistics
	REQUIREMENTS
	Language History and Language Structure: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Language and Linguistic Theory: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Language, Mind and Brain: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Mathematical Sciences
	REQUIREMENTS
	Mathematical Sciences: 4 courses (16 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Medieval Studies
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	To understand and be able to explain how the societies of Eurasia and Africa during the millennium from circa 400 to 1600 CE functioned, invented, created, believed, and interacted with one another, and how those societies have been understood (and mi...
	REQUIREMENTS
	Medieval Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Microbial Sciences
	REQUIREMENTS
	Microbial Sciences: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Mind Brain Behavior
	REQUIREMENTS
	Mind Brain Behavior: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Molecular and Cellular Biology
	REQUIREMENTS
	Molecular and Cellular Biology: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Music
	REQUIREMENTS
	Music: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations
	REQUIREMENTS
	The Middle East in Antiquity: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Histories and Cultures of Muslim Societies (Islamic Studies): 5 courses (20 credits)
	Jewish Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Modern Middle Eastern Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Neuroscience
	REQUIREMENTS
	Neuroscience: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Philosophy
	REQUIREMENTS
	General Philosophy: 6 courses (24 credits)
	Value Theory: 6 courses (24 credits)
	Contemporary Metaphysics and Epistemology: 6 courses (24 credits)
	History of Philosophy: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Physics
	REQUIREMENTS
	Physics: 4 courses (16 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Psychology
	REQUIREMENTS
	Psychology: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Comparative Study of Religion
	REQUIREMENTS
	Comparative Study of Religion: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Romance Languages and Literatures
	REQUIREMENTS
	French: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Italian: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Portuguese: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Spanish: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING EXPECTATIONS FOR SECONDARY FIELD STUDENTS

	Russia, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia
	REQUIREMENTS
	Russia, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Slavic Languages and Literatures
	REQUIREMENTS
	Central European Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	Russian Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Sociology
	REQUIREMENTS
	Sociology: 6 courses (24 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	South Asian Studies
	REQUIREMENTS
	South Asian Languages, Literatures, and Cultures
	or South Asian Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES

	Statistics
	REQUIREMENTS
	Statistics: 4 courses (16 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Theater, Dance & Media
	REQUIREMENTS
	Theater, Dance & Media: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Translation Studies
	REQUIREMENTS
	Translation Studies: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS

	Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality
	REQUIREMENTS
	Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality: 5 courses (20 credits)
	OTHER INFORMATION
	ADVISING RESOURCES AND EXPECTATIONS
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	LANGUAGE CITATIONS
	Afrikaans
	American Sign Language (ASL)
	Amharic
	Classical Arabic
	Modern Standard Arabic
	Egyptian Arabic
	Sudanese Arabic
	Armenian
	Bengali
	Bengali may not be offered every year. Consult with the Director of Undergraduate Studies for South Asian Studies for information and guidance about a citation in Bengali.
	Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian (BCS)
	Catalan
	Chinese
	Literary Chinese
	Czech
	Danish
	Filipino
	Finnish
	French
	German
	Gikuyu
	Greek
	Modern Greek
	Gullah
	Classical Hebrew
	Modern Hebrew
	Hindi-Urdu
	Icelandic
	Igbo
	Indonesian
	Italian
	Japanese
	Kashmiri
	Kinyarwanda
	Korean
	Latin
	Nepali
	Norwegian
	Persian
	Polish
	Portuguese
	Punjabi
	Russian
	Sanskrit
	Somali
	Spanish
	Swahili
	Swedish
	Tamil
	Thai
	Classical Tibetan
	Tigrinya
	Turkish
	Twi
	Ukrainian
	Urdu (see Hindi-Urdu)
	Uyghur
	Vietnamese
	Wolof
	Yiddish
	Yoruba
	Zulu




